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the economic system of the Soviet Union, this
Marxist Stalin, does not prejudice his country's
foreign policy, and thereby an important part
of his work, from the personal motives which
schoolboys attribute to the heroes of their
historical essays.

My knowledge of the trial of Sinovjev and

Kamenev is derived from Press reports and the

The author accounts of eye-witnesses; I was myself present

anttkis at the trial of pJatakov and Radek. I thus
experienced the first of these trials in the
atmosphere of Western Europe, and the second
in the atmosphere of Moscow. To compare
one's reactions to these trials in Moscow with
one's reaction in Europe is to realise the whole
enormous difference between the Soviet Union
and the West.

Several of my friends, who are otherwise not
unintelligent people, find these trials from
beginning to end, in substance and form,
tragi-comical, barbaric, incredible, and appal-
ling. Many who had before been friends of the
Effect of Soviet Union have become its opponents as a
result of these trials. Some, who had seen in the
social order of the Union the ideal of Socialistic
humanism, were left stupefied; for these